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A
TCHISON — Among 
Benedictines, Abbot 
Primate Notker Wolf, 
OSB, is sort of a rock 
star.

Not only is he the 
worldwide leader of 

the Benedictine Confederation, but he 
also plays electric rhythm guitar and 
flute for the German rock band Feed-
back.

 Don’t believe it? Look him up on You-
Tube. 

You haven’t lived until you’ve seen a 
Benedictine monk in full habit covering 
Deep Purple’s “Smoke on the Water.”

“They came to me, a band of former 
students and said, ‘Come on, Father, 
you’ve always been with us, and you play 
the flute so well. Why don’t you try to 
cover Jethro Tull’s ‘Locomotive Breath’?” 
said the abbot primate. “And so I did. 
There is a lovely flute solo in it, and I put 
in a second solo, too.”

“Of course, with flute you cannot do 
much, so they gave me an electric gui-
tar,” he continued. “At first, I thought it 
was a gag, but it was so nice; we grew 
together.” 

Being one of “the boys in the band,” 
however, is only an occasional gig. 

As abbot primate, he’s either in the 
Benedictine Confederation’s Rome 
headquarters at Sant’Anselmo in Rome, 
or jetting around the world visiting 
Benedictine houses or attending meet-
ings.

It was a joint meeting of Benedictine 
abbots and prioresses at St. Bernard Ab-
bey in Cullman, Alabama, that gave the 
abbot primate an opportunity to swing 
by Mount St. Scholastica Monastery in 
Atchison on Feb. 10, the feast of St. Scho-
lastica.

Abbot Primate Notker was the main 
celebrant and homilist at the Mass in St. 
Scholastica Chapel. Not only were the 
Benedictine Sisters there, but also some 
monks from nearby St. Benedict’s Abbey, 
and students from St. Benedict School 
and Maur Hill-Mount Academy.

Why did he visit Atchsion? The ab-
bot primate referenced an ancient story 
about the founders of the Benedictine 
order, the twins St. Scholastica and St. 

Benedict of Nursia.
According to the legend, the 

two siblings would hold an annual 
mini-family reunion. Near the end of 

the day, St. Scholastica asked him to 
stay longer so they could visit more, 
but St. Benedict wanted to return to 
his abbey on Monte Cassino. 

St. Scholastica wept and prayed that 
God extend the visit. Soon, the sky pro-
duced a gullywasher of a storm, and St. 
Benedict was forced to stay until the 
next morning.

“[Prioress] Anne Shepard and her 
Sisters have invited me to come for their 
feast of St. Scholastica,” said the abbot 
primate. “The brother is coming to visit 
his sister.”

Later that evening, he gave a lecture 
entitled “The Rule of St. Benedict Glo-
balizing” at Benedictine College. And he 
played the flute.

“I shall talk about the Benedictine 
monasteries all over the world, how they 
are spreading out and how that affects 

the cultures and the Benedictine life,” he 
said.

Clearly, it was a delighted brother 
coming to visit his delighted “sisters.”

“Just having him here to be with us 
was an unexpected treat,” said the prior-
ess, an old friend of the abbot primate. 
“And what a treat it was for him to be 
the presider at Mass. He was so much 
at home with the students and the Sis-
ters. It was just like he came home. He 
just feels comfortable in any Benedictine 
setting.”

Abbot Primate Notker had lunch with 
the Sisters, then visited the Dooley Cen-
ter, where the retired Sisters live, and 
went from table to table greeting them.

The abbot primate comes from St. Ot-
tilien Archabbey near Munich. He was 
elected head of all Benedictines in 2000 
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GLOBE-TROTTING 
BENEDICTINE 

‘ROCKER’ VISITS 
HIS ‘SISTERS’ Abbot Primate Notker Wolf, OSB, plays electric rhythm guitar and flute for the German rock band 

Feedback.
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Abbot Primate Notker Wolf greets Jaxson Vice, a first-grader at St. Benedict School in Atchison, following Mass at Mount St. Scholastica. Trailing 
behind Jaxson are fellow first-graders Dayton Olson, Connor Moore, Abby Baniewicz, Hailey Gibson, and Kaitlyn Folsom. Sister Judith Sutera, OSB, can 
be seen at left in the background.

>> See “ABBOT” on page 5



On Feb. 10, I 
joined with 
a coalition 

of other religious 
leaders in Topeka
for a press conference to 
encourage the members of 
the Kansas Legislature to 
repeal the death penalty. 
The following is the text of 
my statement:

“I come today to join 
with many other voices 
from Kansas to advocate 
for the elimination of the 
death penalty. In doing so, 
I wish to acknowledge the 
complexity of this issue.

In speaking in favor 
of the abolition of the 
death penalty, it is not my 
intention to minimize the 
pain and loss of individuals 
and families who have 
suffered the death of a loved 
one as a result of a violent 
crime. My own father was 
murdered. At the time, my 
brother was not yet 2 and 
my mother was pregnant 
with me.

The suffering and the 
circumstances of each 
family that has lost a loved 
one by a violent crime are 
unique. I do not presume 
to be able to speak for all 
victims of murder. Yet, I 
did witness how my mother 
struggled to provide for our 
family without the benefit of 
my father and the pain that 
she suffered as a result of 
losing the love of her life. I 
also know what it is like for 
children to grow up without 
a father.

Society in general, and 
the church in particular, 
have a responsibility to 
surround with compassion 
and support the families of 
murder victims. I am eager 
to support ways in which 
the state of Kansas can be 
more responsive in assisting 
families that have lost a 

loved one. I also welcome 
suggestions for additional 
ways in which the Catholic 
Church can assist the 
victims of violent crimes.

Murder is an unspeakable 
evil. Those who perpetrate 
such a crime have inflicted 
a grave injustice not only 
upon the person who was 
murdered, but also upon all 
their loved ones. In reality, 
there is nothing that society 
can do to the perpetrator 
that will restore life to the 
victim or heal the wounds of 
grieving family members.

The state has an 
obligation to do what it can 
to prevent the occurrence 
of murders and to protect 
its citizens from being 
victimized by violence. The 
criminal justice system has a 
responsibility to protect the 
innocent from victimization 
and to deter the commission 
of violent crimes.

While our church 
acknowledges that there can 
be circumstances in order 
to protect society where 
the death penalty can be 
justified, those conditions 
do not exist in the United 
States today. We have the 
ability to protect society 
from violent criminals 
without resorting to the 
death penalty. 

There are many problems 
with the implementation 
of the death penalty. Most 
troubling is the prospect 
of executing an innocent 
person. Since 1973, 143 
individuals have been 
released from death row as 

the result of evidence that 
demonstrated they were 
wrongly convicted. 

The appeal system 
attempts to prevent such 
mistakes, but it creates its 
own set of problems. The 
numerous appeals of those 
convicted can be a source of 
re-victimization of families 
who have lost a loved one. 
Each appeal can be the 
occasion for these families 
to experience again the 
horror of their loved one’s 
death.

The appeal process is 
very expensive, making it 
more costly for the state to 
execute criminals than to 
incarcerate them for life. 
These resources would be 
better used to assist the 
families of victims.

Moreover, there is 
economic injustice in the 
application of the death 
penalty. Those with the 
financial means to employ 
the most skilled attorneys in 
their defense are much less 
likely to be executed than 
the poor.

In our Catholic tradition, 
we venerate certain 
individuals for their 
example of heroic virtue 
as saints. Among the saints 
of the 20th century was an 
Italian teenager by the name 
of Maria Goretti.

In 1902, Maria Goretti 
was assaulted by a man 
named Alessandro Serenelli 
who attempted to rape her. 
When Maria declared that 
she would rather die than 
submit, Alessandro stabbed 
her several times.

As Maria Goretti 
lay dying, she forgave 
Alessandro. Alessandro 
was imprisoned for 27 
years. During that time, he 
underwent a conversion, 
deeply regretting the grave 
evil that he had done to 
Maria and her family. Upon 
his release from prison, 
Alessandro went directly to 

Maria’s mother to ask her 
forgiveness. 

Inspired by Maria’s 
expressions of mercy at 
the time of her death, 
her mother also forgave 
Alessandro. At the 
canonization ceremony 
in St. Peter’s Square, 
Alessandro was among the 
crowd of 250,000 who came 
to celebrate the beauty of 
Maria Goretti’s short earthly 
life.

Capital punishment is the 
wrong response to heinous 
crimes. With other means 
available to protect society, 
it is unnecessary and wrong 
to respond to violent crimes 
with state-sanctioned 
violence. When we choose 
to kill in the name of justice, 
our society lowers itself to 
imitate the violence of the 
perpetrator.

Our criminal justice 
system should strive for 
rehabilitation and the 
transformation of criminals, 
not their execution. 
Society’s decision not to 
employ the death penalty 
is not because we do not 
appreciate the horror of 
the crime committed, but 
because we choose not 
to respond to senseless 
violence with an act of 
unnecessary violence. If 
anything can bring healing 
to the hearts of those 
mourning the death of a 
victim of a violent crime, 
it is not the destruction of 
another human life, but the 
possibility of saving a soul. 

Therefore, on behalf 
of my brother Catholic 
bishops of Kansas, I urge 
the members of the Kansas 
General Assembly to repeal 
the death penalty and to 
repeal it now.”

It occurred to me at the 
press conference that I did 
not even know the name of 
the man who murdered my 
father. I am so grateful that 
my mother did not focus 

our family’s attention on the 
person who took my father’s 
life, but rather on how we 
should live to keep and 
honor his memory.
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By Marc and Julie Anderson
Special to The Leaven

TOPEKA — Praying. Listen-
ing. Gathering.

These are words that 
Archbishop Joseph F. Nau-

mann used to describe the 10-year 
visioning process he has recently em-
barked on, which includes a listening 
session held Feb. 12 at St. Matthew Par-

ish in To-
peka, and a 
second set 
for Feb. 25 
at Church 
of the As-
cension in 
O v e r l a n d 
Park.

T i t l e d 
“Listening 
to the Peo-
ple of God 
in the Arch-

diocese of Kansas City in Kansas,” 
the Feb. 12 event drew Catholics from 
Alma, Flush, Lawrence, Paxico, Ross-
ville and Topeka. Facilitated by Father 
Gary Kastl from the Catholic Leader-
ship Institute of Wayne, Pennsylvania, 
the evening featured time for clergy 
and laity to answer questions in writ-
ing and orally about the archdiocese’s 
strengths, challenges and priorities. A 
final question centered on what the 
archdiocesan church might look like 10 
years from now.

Dividing into small groups of three 
to seven, each participant was given a 
written questionnaire and time to an-
swer several questions pertaining to 
the archdiocese as a whole. The first 
question, for example, was: “What 
does the Archdiocese of Kansas City 
in Kansas do well?” Afterward, group 

members shared their answers with 
each other.   

Then, Father Kastl invited anyone 
to approach the microphone and share 
the reflections of his or her group with 
the archbishop, who would be “lis-
tening in gratitude” but would not re-
spond directly to specific observations 
or proposals.  

Throughout the evening, key themes 
emerged. For example, several tables 
expressed archdiocesan communica-
tions, especially through The Leav-
en, the archdiocesan website and the 
new app, served the faithful well. Ad-
ditionally, many expressed gratitude 
for youth programs, Catholic Chari-
ties, adult education programs and the 
church’s pro-life efforts. More than 
one person expressed gratitude for the 

archbishop’s unwavering leadership on 
matters of doctrine, especially when 
the positions are not popular.

When it came to archdiocesan pri-
orities, Jim Leiker of Topeka’s St. Mat-
thew Parish and Diane Ortiz of Tope-
ka’s Mater Dei Parish both expressed 
a need for the archdiocese to foster 
more vocations. Other priorities in-
cluded providing greater access to 
Catholic education, regardless of one’s 
ability to pay; promoting and strength-
ening spiritually healthy families; shar-
ing resources within regions as well as 
protecting and preserving historical 
churches; and increasing evangeliza-
tion efforts. 

The final portion of the evening 
encouraged the assembly to hope and 
dream about what the archdiocesan 

church would look like 10 years from 
now. Again, similar ideas were ex-
pressed across groups, including more 
vocations, an increase in the number 
of active and faith-filled Catholics, and 
rising Catholic school enrollment.

In January, the archbishop marked 
10 years as shepherd of the church in 
northeast Kansas. He has been quot-
ed as saying that during that time he 
has faced some challenges “but, for the 
most part, [it] has been a time of abun-
dant blessings.” In a letter addressed 
to the faithful which described the vi-
sioning process in detail, the archbish-
op wrote: “If it be God’s will, and if I 
remain healthy, I would be pleased to 
be able to serve this archdiocese for 
another 10 years. Thus, I believe it is 
an opportune time to pause and reflect 
on what our efforts have produced and 
to prayerfully consider what the Lord 
is calling us to do in the foreseeable 
future.” 

Prior to the listening sessions, the 
archdiocese conducted focus groups 
with ministerial leaders, heads of re-
ligious orders and archdiocesan staff. 
Each parish pastoral council will be 
sent a copy of the questionnaire and 
encouraged to work in close collabo-
ration with the pastor to provide addi-
tional input to inform the process. 

More details about the process are 
available online at the archdiocese’s 
website: www.archkck.org.

Archbishop seeks input in charting pastoral course
LISTENING TO THE PEOPLE

LEAVEN PHOTO BY MARC ANDERSON

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann addresses the participants in the Feb. 12 “Listening to the People of God in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas” session at St. Matthew Parish in Topeka. The event 
was facilitated by Father Gary Kastl, right, from the Catholic Leadership Institute of Wayne, Pennsylvania.

LEAVEN PHOTO BY MARC ANDERSON

John Malone of Sacred Heart Parish in Paxico shares a comment with the archbishop during the 
first of two listening sessions held in the archdiocese as part of the 10-year visioning process. 

NEXT SESSION
The next Listening to the People 

of God session will be held from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. on Feb. 25 at Church of 
the Ascension in Overland Park.



LOCAL NEWS    5FEBRUARY 20, 2015    |   THELEAVEN.COM

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

TOPEKA — Looking over the 
crowd assembled in the Kan-
sas Capitol, Donna Schne-
weis noted “people of all po-

litical stripes.”
There were also people of a wide 

variety of religious backgrounds gath-
ered the afternoon of Feb. 10.

And as emcee for the press confer-
ence, Schneweis, chairwoman of the 
board of directors for the Kansas Coa-
lition Against the Death Penalty, intro-
duced each religious leader.

All spoke with a common goal in 
mind — to ask state legislators to re-
peal the death penalty, which was rein-
stated in Kansas in 1994.

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of 
the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kan-
sas represented the Catholic bishops 
across the state. He was joined by rep-
resentatives of other faiths in present-
ing a letter imploring state legislators 
to repeal the death penalty.

In the letter, the signees argued that 
the ideal is to show compassion for the 
loved ones of murder victims while 
holding the perpetrators of the crimes 
accountable in an appropriate manner. 
But the death penalty, they continued, 
does neither.

The more than 430 faith leaders 
who signed the letter are advocating 
for the passage of House Bill 2129, 
which would replace the death penalty 
with life in prison without possibility 
of parole.

 “We know that capital punishment 
is wrong,” said the Right Rev. Dean E. 
Wolfe, ninth bishop of the Episcopal 
Diocese in Kansas. “Even our youngest 
children know that it’s wrong to take a 
human life.”

It is also, he argued, ineffective.
“It is not used fairly; it has failed to 

make society safer,” agreed the Rev. 
Leonard Dale, director of evangelical 
mission for the Central States Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America.

It reflects a message of “brutality 

and violence,” he said.
The Rev. Kay Scarbrough, Topeka 

district superintendent with the Great 
Plains area of the United Methodist 
Church, touched on the idea that the 
death penalty ends the possibility for 
change, repentance and reconciliation 
in a person’s life.

“We believe that all human life is sa-
cred and created by God, and therefore 
we must see all human life as signifi-
cant and valuable,”  she said. 

She also noted the importance of do-
ing all that is possible to bring comfort 
to the families and friends of victims in 
the aftermath of a violent crime.

Human fallibility and bias can lead 
to the killing of an innocent person any-
where the death penalty occurs, said 
the Rev. Peter Goerzen of the Western 
District Conference of the Mennonite 
Church USA, who is campus pastor of 
Bethel College.

“Our vision of justice is not retalia-

tion, but restoration,” he said. 
Archbishop Naumann emphasized 

that in speaking against the death pen-
alty, he does not attempt to take away 
from the pain anyone has suffered in 
losing a loved one. (See his testimony 
on page 2.)

Nor does he speak for all victims of 
murder when he shares the story of his 
own family.

His father was murdered when his 
older brother wasn’t yet 2 years old, 
and his mother was pregnant with him.

“There are many problems with the 
implementation of the death penalty,” 
he said.

He noted the potential to execute 
an innocent person, an appeal process 
that can force a family to continue 
to relive the pain of their loved one’s 
death, and the costs of appeals that 
outweigh the amount of money it takes 
to incarcerate someone for life.

The religious leaders presented the 
letter to Rep. Steven Becker, R-Buhler, 
who introduced the bill. Sharing the 
podium were Sen. David Haley, D-Kan-
sas City, Kansas; Sen. Carolyn McGinn, 
R-Sedgwick; and Rep. William Sutton, 
R-Gardner.

“Three weeks ago Kansas was called 
the most pro-life state in America,” 
said Becker, referring to Gov. Sam 
Brownback’s remarks on the anniver-
sary of Roe v. Wade Jan. 22.

“That cannot be true,” he continued. 
“That cannot be true as long as the 
death penalty is in the pages of our law 
books.”

There is also work for people of 
faith to do, said Archbishop Naumann.

“I think our people are called to pray 
for this,” he said.

He also encouraged contact with 
state legislators on the matter.

“Our legislators really need to hear 
from their people, from their constit-
uents,” said the archbishop. “So I think 
it’s very important for all those con-
cerned — whatever their faith — to 
write, to contact their state senators 
and state representatives.”

Religious leaders speak out against the death penalty
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Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann shares the Catholic Church’s position on the death penalty Feb. 10 
at a press conference for the Kansas Coalition Against the Death Penalty. 

and reelected in 2012. Supposedly, when 
a very important member of the Roman 
Curia heard he’d been reelected, he is re-
puted to have said, “Can’t they find any-
one else?” 

The abbot primate has a true “joie de 
vivre,” loves meeting people and enjoys 
being a bit of a gadfly. 

About a decade ago, he was at log-
gerheads with the German minister of 
the interior about stashing Kurdish ref-
ugees in his monastery. Eventually, the 
monks had to move their guests to Po-
land. 

“He was fighting against me and I 
against him,” said Abbot Primate Not-
ker.  “One day, he rang me up. ‘Is it true 
you are having a protest march in front 
of my ministry?’ I said, ‘Oh, that’s the 
first time I heard of it, Herr Minister, 
but you give me a good idea!’”

He grew to be very close to the Kurd-
ish families and ensured that the Kurd-
ish children received a good education.

“I love them,” he said. “They call me 
Daddy.”

Most religious orders — the Bene-
dictines included — have been strug-
gling in Europe and the United States, 

but growing in Africa, Latin America 
and Asia. 

And where is the greatest Benedic-
tine growth?

“Perhaps Vietnam,” said the abbot 
primate. “The Cistercians have 1,000 

monks in Vietnam, so that it becomes 
nearly a Vietnamese order, but the 
problem becomes formation.”

This growth is changing the Bene-
dictine culture, but not all Benedic-
tines are comfortable with this.

“[Father] Albert Devoget told me 
once, ‘The Americans have never un-
derstood the Benedictine way of life,’” 
and I said, ‘Father Albert, you have 
never understood the American way of 
life,’” said Abbot Primate Notker. “Al-
ready in Europe, the French think they 
are the only real monks.”

Despite this global growth, it is pos-
sible to maintain a coherent Benedic-
tine identity.

“What binds us together is the Rule 
of St. Benedict,” he said. “The way of 
living it out has developed in so many 
directions throughout the many centu-
ries. And because it is so flexible, it fits 
into all kinds of situations.”

The abbot primate’s visit adds to 
Mount St. Scholastica’s participation in 
the whole church’s celebration of 2015 
as the Year of Consecrated Life, said 
Sister Anne.

The Benedictine Sisters are doing 
several things to celebrate the year, 
including special times of fasting and 
prayer, telling their vocations stories in 
parishes, and dedicating issues of their 
magazine to stories about their voca-
tions and the ministries in which the 
Sisters are engaged.

Abbot primate sees vocations boom in Vietnam
>> Continued from page 1
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Abbot Primate Notker Wolf talks about his role and the future of the Benedictine order in an inter-
view following Mass at Mount St. Scholastica in Atchison.
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KANSAS CITY, Kan. — So 
you can’t drop everything to 
spend 40 days in the desert, 
fasting in preparation for 

Easter.
But you can make time to reflect — 

and transform — in a retreat designed 
for Lent.

Maureen Sturdevant of Holy Cross 
Parish in Overland Park says retreats 
are a powerful part of her spiritual 
journey.

“It is taking time to reflect on where 
your life is at present, and perhaps 
choices you’ve made and how they fit 
it with your spiritual goals.”

Retreats are central to spiritual 
growth for Patty Wernel of Queen of 
the Holy Rosary Parish in Overland 
Park as well. 

“I started out fitting it in where I 
could,” she explained. “It has grown 
into a way of life.”

Wernel has found there is a type of 
retreat to suit anyone, and several op-
tions for retreat centers in the archdi-
ocese — during Lent, and throughout 
the year.  

“Mystic retreats, centering prayer 
retreats, silent retreats, grieving re-
treats and retreats on the psalms,”  are 
all available, she said. “We are so bless-
ed with so many good places.”

Sophia Spirituality Center in Atchi-
son, Sanctuary of Hope in Kansas City, 
Kansas, and Christ’s Peace House of 
Prayer in Easton offer a variety of re-
treats, ranging from an afternoon of 
directed prayer to a weekend gather-
ing, to days of silence and those specif-
ically focused on the season. (Usually 
there is even a fourth choice — Maril-
lac Center run by the Sisters of Char-
ity in Leavenworth, but it is currently 
closed and is not scheduled to reopen 
until this fall.)

“Not only is [the Lenten season] a 
time to celebrate the Lord’s passion, 
but it can be a time to make a trans-
formational change in your own life,” 
said Vince Eimer, director of Christ’s 
Peace House of Prayer, which reopens 
March 17. 

His Lenten retreats focus on spir-
itual readiness, daily prayer, person-
al discipleship and service of others. 
Eimer says Lent is the perfect time 

— and a retreat is a perfect place — to 
“put on spiritual armor and battle with 
ourselves and our inclination to self-
ishness and original sin.”

Sophia Spirituality Center is known 
for a large number of retreats held on 
many weekends throughout the year, 
but the Lent retreat is special. 

Sister Eleanor Suther, OSB, calls 
Lent “a time to go deeper into the mys-
teries of our faith.”  

“It’s a time to examine your life and 
see how you are living it,” she added.

A retreat center can also provide 
the space to treat oneself to a few pre-
cious moments of solitude that cannot 
be found anywhere else. Julie Elwell 
of Sanctuary of Hope in Kansas City, 
Kansas, says people come from across 
the country to experience the center 
that is like “stepping back in time” to 
the 1890s, with 33 acres of nature in 
which to meditate. 

 “You take the time to listen to God 
because it is quiet,” said Elwell.

 Sturdevant has attended retreats at 
all of the centers in the archdiocese, 

plus several outside the area as well. 
Her advice for someone interested in 
attending a retreat is to “start small.” 

“I would look for a retreat that has 
something like six hours a day,” she 
said. “It should be something that gets 
you away from your usual setting. Just 
find a topic that appeals to you.”

Wernel says a retreat, whether it 
happens to be during Lent or anoth-
er time, provides something she can’t 
find every day — “an opportunity to 
allow God to speak in a way he can’t 
with all the busyness of the day.”

During the Lenten season of 2015, 
most area centers offer something 
specifically tied to Lent and prepara-
tion for Easter during February and 
March.

The price of most retreats range 
from suggested donations of $30-$40, 
to set fees of up to $75. (Overnight re-
treats cost more.) Anyone interested 
is encouraged to sign up by phone or 
online in advance. (See sidebar.)

But whether it’s for just a morning, 
or an entire weekend, Catholics will 

find in these mini-retreats an oppor-
tunity to deepen — or widen — their 
spiritual life.

“Things can happen in that quiet 
time,” said Wernel. “It’s better than a 
vacation.”

MAKE A LENTEN RETREAT
Archdiocesan retreat centers offer something for everyone

SOPHIA SPIRITUALITY CENTER
Sister Bernelda Nannemann, OSB,  is among the numerous spiritual directors available at the Sophia Spirituality Center in Atchison. The center runs 
many retreats throughout the year, but the Lent one is special. It’s “a time to go deeper into the mysteries of our faith,” said Sister Eleanor Suther, OSB.

CHRIST’S PEACE HOUSE OF PRAYER
22131 Meagher Rd., Easton
(913) 773-8255
email: directorcp@hotmail.com
www.christspeace.com

SOPHIA SPIRITUALITY CENTER
751 S. 8th St., Atchison
(913) 360-6173
email: sophia@mountosb.org
www.mountosb.org/ministries/
sophia-spirituality-center

SANCTUARY OF HOPE 
2601 Ridge, Ave., Kansas City, Kansas
(913) 321-4673
email: julie@sanctuaryofhope.org
www.sanctuaryofhope.org

SANCTUARY OF HOPE
Sanctuary of Hope in Kansas City, Kansas, has 33 acres of nature in which to med-
itate. “It’s like stepping back in time,” said Julie Elwell.

CHRIST’S PEACE HOUSE OF PRAYER
Christ’s Peace House of Prayer in Easton offers a variety of retreats, ranging from 
an afternoon of directed prayer to a weekend gathering, to days of silence.



A sinkhole, a broken sewer line 
and a flooded basement left 
parishioners at St. Benedict 
in Atchison without a parish 

hall. The damaged building, formerly 
Sacred Heart School, served as a gather-
ing place for many parish organizations.

“The building was always in use. It’s 
where the Knights of Columbus met. 

Our Little 
Flowers Girls 
Club and Boy 
Scout troop 
held their 
events there. 
It’s where pa-
r i s h i o n e r s 
came together 
for luncheons 

after baptisms and funerals,” said the 
pastor, Father Gabriel Landis, OSB.

As a result of the flooding, many par-
ish activities had to be rescheduled or 
canceled altogether. Until repairs were 
completed, the building sat vacant, as 
the estimate to repair the damage was 
much higher than expected.

“I knew the parish did not have the 
money to cover the expense,” recalled 
Father Gabriel. “I had just heard about 

the Archbishop’s Call to Share Parish 
and School Emergency Aid Fund and 
decided to look into it.”

Father Gabriel got bids from several 
contractors and applied for the grant. 
Soon after, St. Benedict Parish received 

the money needed to reroute the sewer 
line and repair the building.

“Without the emergency aid fund, 
that building would still be sitting there 
useless,” Father Gabriel said.

Father Gabriel and the parishioners 

at St. Benedict in Atchison are grateful 
to the many generous people through-
out the archdiocese who contribute to 
the Archbishop’s Call to Share appeal 
each year.

“Many parishes in archdiocese don’t 
have a lot of extra income or resources. 
It’s great to see the generosity of others 
helping to address the urgent needs of 
neighboring parishes,” said Father Ga-
briel.

The emergency aid fund was estab-
lished in 2006, with support from the 
Archbishop’s Call to Share appeal. Since 
its inception, nearly $500,000 has been 
awarded to parishes in need throughout 
the archdiocese to help allay unplanned, 
urgent expenses.

Generous support of the Archbish-
op’s Call to Share ensures that our par-
ishes, schools and apostolates remain 
welcoming places of sacrament and ser-
vice. A gift to the appeal — a simple act 
of love — will not be lost. It will offer 
hope to people in need, build up com-
munities of faith and extend Christ’s 
love and peace to homes, neighbor-
hoods and parishes throughout our 
archdiocese.
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By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

Among the American Film Insti-
tute’s top 100 movie quotes 
over the past 100 years is this 
gem: “Love means never having 

to say you’re sorry.”
To which the rock star John Lennon 

is reputed to have replied: “Love means 
having to say you’re sorry every five min-
utes.”

Both are wrong.
Love isn’t about getting a pass or con-

stant apologizing. The truth about love 
and marriage is much more profound.

 The Catholic Church teaches that hu-
man beings were not meant to be alone. 
Human beings need each other. 

“Marriage is a uniquely intimate 
form of friendship that calls a man and 
a woman to love each other in the man-
ner of God’s covenant,” says “Love Is Our 
Mission: The Family Fully Alive,” the cat-
echesis for the World Meeting of Families 
Sept. 22-25.

God considers marriage to be so im-
portant that he made it a sacrament — 
the image of Jesus’ faithfulness to the 
church. Marriage is made in the manner 
of God’s covenant with his people.

Romance is great, but marital love 
must be built on more than romance. In 
order to survive the cares and challenges 
that married couples face, they need to 
cultivate and practice certain virtues.

St. John Paul II wrote of those virtues 
— “interior freedom” and “self-mastery” 
— in his theology of the body. These 
virtues make it possible for spouses to 

make a gift of themselves to one another.
People who tie their marriages too 

tightly to romantic expectations lack the 
flexibility provided by these two virtues.

The meeting catechesis notes: “To 
live the sacramentality of marriage and 
to follow the way of the covenant, hus-
bands and wives need to have the capac-
ity to transcend resentment, to lay aside 
entitlements and to step forward in gen-
erosity.”

This takes commitment. This takes 
work. 

This sounds very challenging indeed 
to people of our commitment-phobic so-
ciety.

However, “the church insists that to 
promise to live in the manner of the cov-
enant is not a hypothetical for mythical 
saints who are perfect,” according to the 
catechesis, “but a real and possible com-
mitment for actual sinners who are on 
the way.”

In other words, it is possible for aver-
age people to live up to this high standard 
because Christ dwells with the couple.

And it takes . . . (can you guess what’s 
coming next?) . . . commitment and work.

 And it requires cultivating the virtues 
expressed in the theology of the body, 
the cardinal virtues and the theological 
virtues. 

The catechesis concludes by saying: 
“Jesus creates a new possibility for us, 
a vision of marriage based on his cove-
nant with the church, a marriage based 
on abiding permanence, chastity and 
mercy.”

Happy marriages based on virtues more than romance
Editor’s Note: Catholics throughout 

the country have been invited to join 
in the 10-month preparation for the 
World Meeting of Families this coming 
October. This reflection is based on the 
fourth chapter of the meeting’s cat-
echesis “Love Is Our Mission: The Family 
Fully Alive.”

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
• What is the Catholic spirituali-

ty of marriage?
• Since marriage is a sacrament, 

what are the implications for court-
ship and the qualities we seek in a 
potential spouse?

• How do the sacraments of 
penance and Eucharist relate to the 
sacrament of marriage?

In order to survive the cares and challenges that married couples face, they need to cultivate 
and practice certain virtues.

Special fund bails pastors out — sometimes literally

Broken water lines can spell disaster for parishes with limited funds. Thankfully, the Archbishop’s 
Call to Share Parish and School Emergency Aid Fund can help.

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
Repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 Raise & Level

v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

K E A T I N G Mud Jacking
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Most of you 
remember the 
moment. 

Alex Gordon on third. Two 
outs. Salvy up. What if Salvy hits 
a homer instead of a pop-up? And 
what if you were a member of the 
team? Mobbing Salvy as he touch-
es home! World champions! What 
an unforgettable experience!  

What happens next? The years 
go by fast. The glorious feat starts 
to fade as life keeps moving on. 
You get old and it becomes a 
warm memory that brings you joy 
as you recall those days of glory in 
your youth.

There it is — earthly glory. 
Years of training go into making 
an elite athlete good enough to 
be part of a championship. How-
ever, there are only a few at this 
level. But God is calling each of 
us to be an elite spiritual athlete. 
Everybody on earth is invited to 
belong to his team. If you join up, 
you automatically win the only 
championship that does not fade 
with time and linger as a memo-
ry. In this contest we do not win 
a championship ring. We win 
eternal life with God and unfading 

happiness that continues from 
glory to glory to glory.

Like earthly athletes, we must 
train every day. The training is the 
spiritual life. Our spring training 
is called Lent. This is our time to 
make greater efforts to connect 
with God. Let me suggest four 
basic exercises for your Lenten 
training: extra prayer, spiritual 
reading, some discipline for the 
body and a regular charitable 
action. Our basic training will pre-
pare us for the deeper exercises. 

Jesus told us we love God by 
keeping his commandments. He 
also simplifies it by telling us the 
one commandment that includes 
all the others: Love God with all 

your heart, all your mind, all your 
soul, all your strength, and love 
your neighbor as yourself. During 
Lent, we will look at each of these 
and find practical ways to live 
them. First off: Love God with all 
your strength.

An athlete needs a strong body. 
The first part of any training is 
to gain strength. Then you can 
repeat something over and over 
with control. The same applies in 
the spiritual life. 

But what does loving God with 
all your strength mean? It is perse-
verance — not quitting the practic-
es we agreed to do. There will be 
times when we will be tempted by 
lack of time or energy to drop spir-
itual reading or prayer. Strength is 
developed when we do not give in 
to the temptation, but remain faith-
ful no matter how we feel in the 
moment. Being faithful gives you 
very supple and strong spiritual 
muscles. So be faithful, day by day, 
to whatever spiritual practices you 
decide to follow during Lent.

VINCE EIMER
Vince Eimer is the spiritual and retreat 
director of Christ’s Peace House of Prayer 
near Easton

RUNNING THE RACE

Stick to your workout this Lent
Editor’s Note: This is the first in 

Vince Eimer’s seven-part series on 
journeying through the Lenten sea-
son.

Melvin Edward and Elaine Marie 
(Noll) Wagner, 
members of 
Corpus Christi 
Parish, Mooney 
Creek, will cele-
brate their 50th 
wedding anni-
versary on Feb. 
27. The couple 
was married on 
Feb. 27, 1965, at 
Corpus Christi by 
Father Leonard 

Moran. Their children are: Sandra Wagner, 
Gardner; Mel Wagner Jr., Overland Park; 
Susan Lehew, Everest; and Lisa Russell, 
Wichita. They also have seven grandchil-
dren. They will celebrate with a family din-
ner hosted by their children.

John and Rosemary (Foster) Palma, 
members of 
Most Pure 
Heart of 
Mary Par-
ish, Topeka, 
celebrated 
their 60th 
w e d d i n g 
a n n i v e r -
sary on 

Feb. 19. The couple was married at Holy 
Name Church, Topeka, by Msgr. George 
A. Christ. Their children are: Julie Ireland, 
Leawood; Nick Palma, League City, Texas; 
Tom Palma, Kansas City, Missouri; Jean 
Lipscomb, Edinburg, Texas; and Ric Palma, 
Topeka. Two children, Phil and Michael, 
are deceased. They also have nine grand-
children.

more year when I came into class,” he 
said — or, ‘strutted into class’ as she 
likes to say.”

Lori lived in Westphalia, and Hab-
iger lived in Iola, about 20 minutes 
apart. 

Both eventually went to the Univer-
sity of Kansas, earned degrees in jour-
nalism and were married within weeks 
of graduating.

Oddly enough, Lori’s first job out of 
college was with The Leaven. 

And Habiger took a position at The 
Catholic Key, the newspaper of the Di-
ocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph in Mis-
souri.

But not before he did some 
soul-searching.

“By that time in my life,” he said, “I 
had become disillusioned with being a 
sports writer because I’d met a lot of 
sports writers and every single one 
seemed to be divorced.

“They talked about how much they 
were gone and how difficult a life it 

was.”
Habiger was told if he wanted a suc-

cessful career as a sports reporter, he 
had to give up everything else.

“I didn’t want to give up my family 
life,” he said. “That was important to 
me.

“I wanted to spend time with Lori.”
Eventually, the two would switch 

places — Habiger would take over pro-
duction responsibilities at The Leaven, 
and Lori would work for The Catholic 
Key. 

While Habiger continues to work 
for The Leaven, Lori has started her 
own business as a professional photog-
rapher. 

Along the way, the two have had 
a daughter, Paige, now 16; and a son, 
Connor, 11.

The right choice
As production manager for The 

Leaven, Habiger has been able to com-
bine his journalism background with 

the passion for art he had in his youth.
“Being a designer seemed to come 

pretty naturally to me,” he said. “It was 
the best decision I’ve made.

“I enjoy coming to work every day 
here. Every week there’s a new chal-
lenge.”

He’s also enjoyed learning more 
about his Catholic faith — the gift that 
came with his second adoption.

“Working here, I’ve learned a lot 
about the church,” he said. “My knowl-
edge has grown a thousandfold and so 
I’m thankful for that.”

Habiger is especially grateful to be a 
cog in the wheel of Catholic social jus-
tice and charity.

“The church really does good work,” 
he said. “And I’m very proud to be a 
part of that. 

“Anytime an organization comes 
back to us and says, ‘After the story ran, 
we got money, we got people signing 
up, something positive happened’ — 
that makes me happy. 

“That means we’ve done our job.”

>> Continued from page 16

‘It was the best decision I ever made’ NEW ANNIVERSARY POLICY
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th 
notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before 
the desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• They are for parishioners of Catholic 
parishes in the Archdiocese of Kansas City in 
Kansas, or for those who have resided in the 
archdiocese for a significant period of time. 
Include the following Information:
• The couple’s names
• their parish
• the date they were married
• church and city where they were married
• what they are doing to celebrate
• date of the celebration
• names of children (no spouses please)
• number of grandchildren and great-grand-
children; 
Photo specifications:
• Emailed photos need to be at least 200 dpi. 
• Mailed photos can be any size.
• If you would like your photo returned, 
include a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniver-
saries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.
com. 

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555



ON FAITH
There are two ways of think-

ing and of having faith: We can 
fear to lose the saved and we 
can want to save the lost. Even 
today, it can happen that we 
stand at the crossroads of these 
two ways of thinking: the think-
ing of the doctors of the law, 
which would remove the dan-
ger by casting out the diseased 
person, and the thinking of God, 
who in his mercy embraces and 
accepts by reinstating him and 
turning evil into good, condem-
nation into salvation and exclu-
sion into proclamation.

ON THE CHURCH
The church’s way, from the 

time of the Council of Jerusa-
lem, has always always been 
the way of Jesus, the way of 
mercy and reinstatement. 
This does not mean underesti-
mating the dangers of letting 
wolves into the fold, but wel-
coming the repentant prodigal 
son; healing the wounds of sin 
with courage and determina-
tion; rolling up our sleeves and 
not standing by and watching 
passively the suffering of the 
world. The way of the church 
is not to condemn anyone 
for eternity; [but] to pour out 
the balm of God’s mercy on 
all those who ask for it with a 
sincere heart. The way of the 
church is precisely to leave her 
four walls behind and to go out 
in search of those who are dis-
tant, those on the “outskirts” 
of life. It is to adopt fully God’s 
own approach, to follow the 
Master who said: “Those who 
are well have no need of the 
physician, but those who are 
sick; I have come to call, not 
the righteous but sinners to re-
pentance” (Lk 5:31-32).

TO THE CARDINALS
Dear new cardinals, this is 

the “logic,” the mind of Je-
sus, and this is the way of the 
church. Not only to welcome 
and reinstate with evangelical 
courage all those who knock 
at our door, but to go out and 
to seek, fearlessly and with-
out prejudice, those who are 
distant, freely sharing what 
we ourselves freely received. 
“Whoever says: ‘I abide in 
[Christ]’, ought to walk just 
as he walked” (1 Jn 2:6). Total 
openness to serving others is 
our hallmark, it alone is our ti-
tle of honor!

By Carol Glatz and Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

V
ATICAN CITY 
(CNS) — Cardinals 
meeting at the Vat-
ican discussed bet-
ter ways to balance 
the responsibilities 
of local bishops 
and of the Roman 

Curia, said the Vatican spokesman.
A recurring theme in the cardinals’ 

Feb. 12-13 meeting was “what is it that is 
done best where,” Jesuit Father Federico 
Lombardi told journalists Feb. 13 during 
a pause in College of Cardinals’ discus-
sions.

About 40 of the 164 cardinals present 
in the Vatican’s synod hall spoke Feb. 12 
about the proposal to reform the Roman 
Curia, he said. A number of them brought 
up the subject of “decentralization” and 
“the relationship between the Curia and 
the local churches, the episcopal confer-
ences” as a fundamental part of how best 
to serve the church and the world, Father 
Lombardi said.

Although no decisions were made and 
no vote was taken, he said, there was an 
emphasis on determining what tasks are 
best done where based on “competencies 
and knowledge of the situation” by either 
the Curia with its more “universal vision” 
or by dioceses and bishops’ conferences 
with their direct experience, he said.

Canadian Cardinal Gerald Lacroix of 
Quebec told Vatican Radio Feb. 13 that 
the Curia’s role must be to assist the pope 
and also be at the service of local dioces-
es.

Pope Francis “has said several times 
— so I’m not revealing any secret — that 
when a bishop comes here to the Roman 
Curia it should not be like going through 
customs. He comes here to receive sup-
port, guidance, the tools necessary to car-
ry out his mission, encouragement.”

The Curia’s identity must focus on 
serving the church, helping it fulfill its 
mission and issuing “broad guidelines to 
clarify issues whether they are doctrinal, 
pastoral or liturgical,” he said.

Father Lombardi told reporters that 
cardinals also discussed the role of the la-
ity, “in particular women and their pres-

ence in positions of responsibility in the 
Roman Curia.”

The cardinals’ morning session Feb. 
13 was dedicated to explaining the work 
of the Secretariat and the Council for the 
Economy and the reform of the so-called 
Vatican bank. Boston Cardinal Sean P. 
O’Malley was to brief the cardinals that 
afternoon on the work of the Pontifical 
Commission for Child Protection.

Pope Francis opened the meeting say-
ing the reform of the Roman Curia should 
promote “greater harmony” among the 
Vatican offices, not primarily to save 
money or promote efficiency, but to solid-
ify the unity of the church and strengthen 
its ability to evangelize.

The pope arrived in the Vatican’s syn-
od hall a half hour before the consistory 
was set to begin. Fewer than two dozen 
cardinals were there before him and the 

pope greeted them before standing at the 
front of the hall to welcome each of the 
others as they arrived.

Nineteen of the 20 churchmen Pope 
Francis was to induct into the College of 
Cardinals Feb. 14 were present — sitting 
in two rows behind the other cardinals. 
Retired Colombian Archbishop Jose de 
Jesus Pimiento Rodriguez, who turns 96 
Feb. 18, sent regrets that he could not at-
tend. Including those who were about to 
receive their red hats, the College of Car-
dinals has 227 members.

Pope Francis scheduled the meeting 
primarily to discuss with the cardinals 
the proposals his nine-member interna-
tional Council of Cardinals had devel-
oped for the reform of the Curia.

The proposals include the creation of 
two new large, high-profile Vatican offic-
es: the Congregation for Laity, Family and 

Life, and the Congregation for Charity, 
Justice and Peace, said Father Lombardi, 
Vatican spokesman. The charity and jus-
tice congregation would include the ex-
isting pontifical councils for health care 
and for migrants, but also would have a 
new section dedicated to “safeguarding 
creation.”

The proposed grouping, he said, flows 
from an understanding of “charity as fun-
damental to the essence, existence and 
mission of the church” and of working for 
justice “as a consequence” of charity. The 
special section for ecology reflects an in-
creased concern and commitment on the 
part of the church to the need to protect 
creation.

The section also would work in the 
area of “human ecology,” or the idea that 
social and political environments can be 
deadly for the human person and for hu-

man dignity, he said.
“There is an ecclesial and theological 

vision” behind the planned combination 
of the pontifical councils involved and 
raising their profile to the level of a con-
gregation, Father Lombardi said. “It is 
not just about taking certain offices and 
putting them together in order to reduce 
their number.”

The Second Vatican Council insisted 
on the important vocation and role of the 
laity in the life of the church, particular-
ly in witnessing to Christ in the world. 
Just as there are congregations for bish-
ops, for clergy and for religious, Father 
Lombardi said, it seemed “natural” to the 
Council of Cardinals that there would be 
a congregation for laity. Given the cen-
trality of family life for many laypeople, 
it made sense to combine the two coun-
cils and to have the Pontifical Academy 

for Life conduct its work under the new 
congregation’s auspices, he said.

While the congregation would pro-
mote lay involvement in the church, Fa-
ther Lombardi said, it is unlikely and 
almost “unthinkable” that a layperson 
would be appointed its prefect because 
the pastoral responsibilities of a Vatican 
congregation require that it be led by an 
ordained minister, usually a cardinal.

At the beginning of the meeting, Pope 
Francis reminded his brother cardinals 
that the reform was requested by the 
College of Cardinals during the meetings 
that preceded his election in 2013.

“The goal to reach is that of promot-
ing greater harmony in the work of the 
various dicasteries and offices” of the 
Vatican, he said, in order to have “more 
effective collaboration with the absolute 
transparency that builds up authentic 
synodality and collegiality,” or shared re-
sponsibility under the pope’s leadership 
for the good of the whole church.

“The reform is not an end in itself,” he 
said, “but a way to give a strong Christian 
witness, to promote more effective evan-
gelization, a more fruitful ecumenical 
spirit and encourage a more constructive 

dialogue with all.”
Pope Francis thanked the members of 

the Council of Cardinals and its secretary, 
Bishop Marcello Semeraro of Albano, 
who, the pope said, “is the one who does 
the work.”

In drawing up its proposals, he said, 
the council took into account “many sug-
gestions, including those made by the 
heads” of the various Vatican congrega-
tions and councils.

Honduran Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez 
Maradiaga of Tegucigalpa, council coor-
dinator, and Bishop Semeraro both made 
presentations to the cardinals about the 
council’s proposals.

The proposals, Pope Francis said, 
should “perfect” the work of the Curia 
and its main purpose, which is to assist 
the pope “in the exercise of his supreme 
pastoral office for the good and the ser-
vice of the universal church and the par-
ticular churches.”

As he did at the beginning of the 2014 
Synod of Bishops on the family, Pope 
Francis asked the cardinals to share 
their opinions with frankness, fidelity to 
church teaching and concern for the sal-
vation of souls.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

V
ATICAN CITY 
(CNS) — The 
Catholic Church 
cannot call it-
self church if it is 
a “closed caste” 
where the sick, the 
wounded and sin-

ners are shunned, Pope Francis told the 
20 new cardinals he created.

“The way of the church is precisely 
to leave her four walls behind and to go 
out in search of those who are distant, 
those essentially on the outskirts of life,” 
the pope said Feb. 15 as he celebrated 
Mass in St. Peter’s Basilica with 19 of the 
churchmen who received their red hats 
the day before and with about 140 other 
members of the College of Cardinals.

“Total openness to serving others is 
our hallmark; it alone is our title of hon-
or,” he told the men often referred to as 
“princes of the church.”

The Mass capped a four-day gather-
ing of the cardinals. They met with Pope 
Francis Feb. 12-13 to review ideas for the 
reform of the Roman Curia and Vatican 
finances as well as the progress made in 
the work of the Pontifical Commission 
for the Protection of Minors.

The pope’s homily at Mass with the 
cardinals, the meditation on love and 
charity he offered Feb. 14 when he creat-
ed the new cardinals and his exhortation 
that the Curia reform emphasize its role 
of service echo remarks he had made as 
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of Bue-
nos Aires at the meetings immediately 
preceding his election in March 2013.

Evangelization presupposes that the 
church does not want to be locked up 
inside herself, but wants to go “to the 
peripheries, not only geographically, 
but also the existential peripheries: the 
mystery of sin, of pain, of injustice, of ig-
norance and indifference to religion, of 
intellectual currents, and of all misery,” 
he said in an outline of the 2013 talk that 
was released after his election.

Even Pope Francis’ choice of new 
cardinals emphasized his focus on geo-
graphical peripheries and outreach to 
those often excluded from society. The 
20 new cardinals came from 18 coun-

tries, including the first-ever cardinals 
from Tonga, Myanmar and Cape Verde. 
In his second round of naming cardi-
nals, he once again skipped large Italian 
dioceses usually headed by cardinals — 

notably Venice and Turin — and tapped 
Ancona and Agrigento, which is led by 
now-Cardinal Francesco Montenegro, a 
dedicated defender of the thousands of 
immigrants who risk their lives crossing 
the Mediterranean Sea to Europe.

In the almost two years since his elec-
tion, Pope Francis repeatedly has called 
Catholics to reach out to people on the 
margins of both the church and society. 
He also frequently cautions against the 
temptation of being modern-day scribes 
and Pharisees, who can allow obedience 
to the letter of the law to prevent them 
from reaching out to others with com-
passion.

The Sunday Gospel reading was St. 
Mark’s version of Jesus touching a lep-
er — which was forbidden by Jewish law 

— healing him and, in that way, allowing 
him back into the community.

The purpose of the law against touch-
ing someone with leprosy and forcing 
them to live outside the community 
“was to safeguard the healthy, to protect 
the righteous,” the pope said.

“Jesus, the new Moses, wanted to heal 
the leper,” the pope said. “He wanted to 
touch him and restore him to the com-
munity without being ‘hemmed in’ by 
prejudice, conformity to the prevailing 
mindset or worry about becoming in-
fected.”

What is more, the pope said, “Jesus 
responds immediately to the leper’s 
plea, without waiting to study the sit-
uation and all its possible consequenc-
es.”

“For Jesus, what matters above all is 
reaching out to save those far off, heal-
ing the wounds of the sick, restoring ev-
eryone to God’s family,” he said. “This is 
scandalous to some people.”

But Jesus, he said, “does not think of 
the closed-minded who are scandalized 

even by a work of healing, scandalized 
before any kind of openness, by any ac-
tion outside of their mental and spiritual 
boxes, by any caress or sign of tender-
ness which does not fit into their usual 
thinking and their ritual purity.”

Pope Francis said there are two ba-
sic tendencies in the life of faith: being 
afraid of losing the saved, or wanting to 
save the lost. The church’s way, he said, 
“has always been the way of Jesus, the 
way of mercy and reinstatement.”

Going out in search of the lost, he told 
the cardinals, “does not mean underes-
timating the dangers of letting wolves 
into the fold,” but it does mean “rolling 
up our sleeves and not standing by and 
watching passively the suffering of the 
world.”

“The way of the church is not to con-
demn anyone for eternity,” he said, but 
“to pour out the balm of God’s mercy on 
all those who ask for it with a sincere 
heart.”

IN FRANCIS’ 
OWN WORDS

Pope reports to cardinals on reform of the Curia 
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Pope Francis, cardinals and cardinals-designate pray before a meeting in the synod hall at the Vatican Feb. 12. The two-day meeting of cardinals and cardinals-designate was used by Pope Francis to update them 
on the progress of the reform of the Roman Curia. 
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Pope Francis makes a point to Cardinal Sean O’Malley of Boston as they walk toward a meeting in the 
synod hall at the Vatican Feb. 13 to discuss the reform of the Roman Curia. Cardinal O’Malley is one of 
the “G9 Cardinals” established by Pope Francis to provide him with advice on reforms at the Vatican, 
and the only one from the United States. 

Red hats go to 20, three countries get cardinals for the first time
New Cardinal Charles Bo of Yangon, Myanmar, 
wears a garland as he greets guests during a re-
ception for new cardinals in Paul VI hall after a 
consistory at the Vatican Feb. 14. 
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By Mark Pattison
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — 
You’ve seen the ads that 
boast of zero percent in-
terest on new-car loans? 

Well, how would you like to pay back a 
loan that has 400 percent interest?

That’s what’s happening today in the 
payday lending industry. The federal 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
is expected to issue some proposed reg-
ulations, perhaps as early as the end of 
February, to rein in an industry that does 
$46 billion in business each year.

Molly Fleming, who is leading a pay-
day reform campaign for the PICO Na-
tional Network, told of how the food 
pantry at Christ the King Parish in Kan-
sas City, Missouri, became aware of the 
payday lenders in their community.

“They saw a doubling and tripling of 
need at this food pantry,” Fleming told 
Catholic News Service. Workers at the 
pantry asked those coming in, “Why? 
What’s the new need? What’s the rea-
son you’re coming in?” The answer was 
payday lending, a “new product nobody 
had ever heard of, charging hundreds of 
dollars of interest a week they couldn’t 
afford.”

Payday lending is just one form of 
usurious lending being practiced. Car- 
title loans, also with triple-digit interest 
rates, have caused some borrowers to 
lose their cars. “For working-poor fam-
ilies in particular, your car equals your 
job. You lose your car, you lose your job. 
You can’t afford to default on the loan 
and lose your car, even though that has 
happened many, many times,” Fleming 
said.

Consumer installment loans, which 
once raised eyebrows when the interest 
rate charged was 36 percent, are also un-
der scrutiny as interest rates on these in 
some states have jumped to 200 percent.

“Lack of savings or access to banking 
services leads some families to rely on 
payday loans and check cashing services 
that prey on financial insecurity and a 
lack of understanding to trap working 
families under mountains of debt,” said 
February issue brief, “Family Security 
and Stability,” from the U.S. bishops’ Of-
fice of Domestic Social Development.

The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church likewise takes a dim view of this 
kind of economic exploitation: “Even if 
it does not contradict the provisions of 
civil law, any form of unjustly taking and 
keeping the property of others is against 
the Seventh Commandment: thus, de-
liberate retention of goods lent or of ob-
jects lost; business fraud; paying unjust 
wages; forcing up prices by taking ad-
vantage of the ignorance or hardship of 
another” (2409) .

Payday lending is just the latest 
scheme to separate people from their 
money, according to Eva Schulte, direc-
tor of Communities Creating Opportu-
nities, founded in 1977 by Father Norman 
Rotert, who died in December, when he 
was pastor of St. Therese Little Flower 
Parish in Kansas City, Missouri.

Back then, as Father Rotert’s all-white 
congregation began to change with in-
creasing numbers of African-Americans, 
“he saw how fear was able to divide peo-
ple. Realtors were able to use that fear 
and ‘turn’ houses that they could flip be-
cause white families fled,” Schulte said, 
taking a lower price while the real estate 
agent sold the houses to African-Ameri-
can buyers at their true market value.

What the exploiters didn’t realize, 
according to Schulte, was that Father 
Rotert was “a parish priest committed 
to racial justice.” He got his real estate 
license and bought houses himself, she 
said. When “he found out that wasn’t 
enough,” Schulte added, he founded 
Communities Creating Opportunities.

Payday-lending critics mounted a pe-
tition drive to cap payday-lending inter-

est rates — currently 1,925 percent — at 
36 percent on the Missouri ballot in 2012. 
Although they got twice as many signa-
tures as required, “the payday-lending 
industry basically beat us in the courts,” 
Fleming said, with successful challenges 
to half the signatures — “fake signature 
collectors” paid for by the industry, she 
charged, and “bullies” who she said stole 
5,000 signatures from a car a week be-
fore the petitions were due.

In Kansas, Catholic Charities in Sali-
na developed a program where troubled 
borrowers could take their debts to a 
“microloan” program, said Jane Stenson, 
senior director for poverty reduction 
strategies at Catholic Charities USA. 
The microlender pays off the debt to the 
payday lender, then issues a loan to the 
borrower at a better interest rate and 
payback plan.

Payday lenders typically require loans 
to be paid back in two weeks — the next 
payday. If the borrower doesn’t have the 
money, he or she will have to take out a 
new loan. And the cycle repeats. “If you 
don’t have it today, you don’t have it in 
two weeks,” Schulte said. “It’s designed 
to keep people in debt.”

Payday borrowers tend not to have 
accounts with banks because they live 
from paycheck to paycheck to cover 
household expenses.

Not that it would matter much, ac-
cording to Janine Carreiro-Young, 
deputy director of the Massachusetts 
Communities Action Network, another 
payday-loan battler.

“The truth is most of them (payday 
lenders) are backed by big banks,” she 
said. “In Kansas, most of the ones in a 

particular area were backed by Bank of 
America. It’s like a shell corporation.”

Carreiro-Young outlined other stum-
bling blocks for the poor to reach finan-
cial independence.

Even though her native Massachu-
setts passed a law to raise the state’s 
minimum wage to $11 an hour, the 2015 
minimum hourly wage is just $9. “And in 
Massachusetts, you can’t live on $19,000,” 
she said, which is what someone would 
make before taxes working at the mini-
mum wage 52 weeks a year, 40 hours a 
week.

Except that getting a full-time job can 
be dicey. Even at a major unionized su-
permarket chain in Massachusetts, “one 
doesn’t have a set schedule. You can’t get 
more than 30 hours a week,” she said. 
“Imagine you’re a person trying to raise 
a family. It’s unrealistic to assume that a 
person can survive on that. They have 
to piece together two or three part-time 
jobs.

“My own experience in high school, if 
I had to say, ‘I can’t work on such-and-
such a day,’ the more and more they 
would start cutting your schedule and 
you have less [working] time.”

Even getting a job poses problems.
“With the welfare system and the way 

it’s set up, the day somebody gets a job, 
they start losing access to all sorts of 
support services — food stamps, [sup-
ports for] single moms. Between paying 
for day care and paying for health in-
surance, it doesn’t even make financial 
sense to try to take one of these jobs,” 
Carreiro-Young said. “The system is set 
up in such a way that it’s impossible for 
them to get ahead.”
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Payday lending designed to keep the poor in debt
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A man sleeps on a subway bench in Brooklyn, New York, Feb. 10. Payday lending is seen as a top obstacle to financial independence for the poor. 

“The truth is 
most [payday 

lenders] are backed by 
big banks. In Kansas, 
most of the ones in a 
particular area were 
backed by Bank of 
America.”
Janine Carreiro-Young, deputy director 

of the Massachusetts Communities 
Action Network

“



EMPLOYMENT
President - Hayden High School, Topeka, has an open-
ing for president beginning in the 2016-17 school year. 
Hayden currently has an enrollment of 447 and employs 
36 teachers in grades 9 - 12. The school is sponsored by 
seven parishes in Topeka and is governed by a board of 
trustees. The president reports to the board of trustees. 
Applicants for president must be practicing Catholics 
and understand the mission of Catholic education. The 
president is the chief administrator of the school and 
is responsible for all school operations and, in particu-
lar, student recruitment, donor engagement, facilities 
maintenance, strategic planning and overall school ad-
vancement. Applicants should possess proven success 
in leadership, preferably in a Catholic high school or non-
profit setting. Please send resume and credentials to: 
Superintendent Dr. Kathleen A. O’Hara, Catholic School 
Office, 12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109. Note: 
While this position is for 2016-2017 school year, the 
board hopes to be able to identify a candidate during 
the 2015-2016 school year who will be able to transition 
with the current president in the latter part the 2015-
2016 school year. 

Administrative assistant - Applications are being ac-
cepted for the position of administrative assistant to 
the principal at Hayden High School. This is a full-time 
position, Mon. - Fri., 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. The position is eli-
gible for benefits. The ideal candidate will be a practicing 
Catholic who is well-organized and capable of handling 
multiple projects in a busy environment. This job re-
quires the operation of a computer and related software 
including Microsoft Word, Excel, and Publisher. Previous 
secretarial experience is preferred. Qualified applicant 
should send an email with resume to Mark Madsen at: 
madsenm@haydenhigh.org.

Director of theological studies - The Saint Lawrence 
Institute for Faith and Culture invites applications for di-
rector of theological studies. The successful candidate 
will teach a broad range of introductory courses, as well 
as elective courses in theology, to students at the Uni-
versity of Kansas. While the position is for a generalist, 
we welcome those conversant in the work of Aquinas. 
Applicants should hold at least an MA in theology but a 
Ph.D. in theology, STD, or equivalent (ABD considered) 
is preferred. The Saint Lawrence Institute for Faith and 
Culture also provides formational and educational op-
portunities for Catholic faculty and staff at KU. For more 
information, visit the website at: www.kucatholic.org/
employment.html. Qualified applicants should send a 
cover letter, CV, a statement of teaching excellence and 
three letters of recommendation to: Patrick Callahan, 
Dean of Humanities, St. Lawrence Institute for Faith and 
Culture, 1631 Crescent Rd., Lawrence, KS 66044. Appli-
cants are encouraged to submit materials by email to: 
pcallahan@kucatholic.org. Deadline for applications is 
March 16.

Administrative assistant - Life insurance and securities 
firm is looking for an administrative assistant. Experi-
ence necessary. Applicants need to be computer literate 
with knowledge of Microsoft Excel, Office, QuickBooks, 
etc. 30-40 hours per week, competitive salary and bo-
nus. Call (913) 593-6016.

Safe drivers - Assisted Transportation seeks caring 
and reliable drivers to transport K-12 students in Over-
land Park, Olathe and/or Kansas City, Kansas in our 
minivans.  CDL not required. Retirees are encouraged 
to apply.  Learn more or apply online at: www.assisted 
transportation.com or call (913) 262-3100 for more in-
formation. EOE.

Parish youth minister - Christ-centered, energetic, ex-
perienced youth minister for a parish of 2,100 families. 
References. Call Curé of Ars Parish at (913) 649-1337.

Preschool director - St. Michael the Archangel Parish, 
Leawood, is accepting applications for a preschool di-
rector. Applicants must have prior teaching and director 
level experience, a bachelor’s degree in early childhood 
education or a bachelor’s degree with an emphasis in 
early childhood education. Must be self-directed, have 
strong organizational and interpersonal skills, and be 
able to meet the state requirements for director of a 
100+ child preschool. Must be a practicing Catholic. 
A complete job description, application and benefits 
information are available online at: www.stmichaelcp.
org. Qualified applicants should submit a cover letter 
and resume by email to: lisa.ragan@stmichaelcp.org or 
mail to: St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Attn: Human 
Resources, 14251 Nall Ave., Leawood, KS 66223.  

Assistant teachers - St. Joseph Early Education Center, 
Shawnee, has openings for the school-age summer camp 
program. No weekends, daytime hours. Great hours for 
college students. The right candidate must be at least 18 
years of age. Contact Theresa Gavila at (913) 248-4589 or 
send an email to: tgavila@stjoeshawnee.org.

Child care teachers - St. Joseph Early Education Cen-
ter, Shawnee, has full- and part-time positions available.  
These positions are for teachers in several different age 
groups. Applicants must be at least 18 years of age.  
Please contact Theresa Gavila at (913) 248-4589 or send 
an email with resume to: tgavila@stjoeshawnee.org.

Preschool teachers - St. Joseph Early Education Center 
has positions available for the 2015-2016 school year. A 
degree in early education is preferred. Applicants may 
send an email to: tgavila@stjoeshawnee.org or call (913) 
248-4589.  

Drivers needed - Medi Coach Transportation is looking 
for caring and reliable drivers for nonemergency trans-
portation. CDL is not required. Contact Jeff at (913) 825-
1921.

Sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, Catholic Cemeteries 
of Northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees 
in our Johnson, Shawnee and Wyandotte County area 
cemeteries. An excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in 
commission is legitimate income potential for the first 
year. Training allowance your first 30 days, then draw + 
commission with bonus opportunities. Med, life, dental, 
optical, prescription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the 
many perks our employees receive. Excellent opportu-
nities for women and men interested in sales career 
and in helping people. Advancement opportunities are 
available for hard-working and focused individuals. Must 
be willing to work some evenings and weekends when 
our client families are available to see us in their homes. 
Once you learn our formula for success, your schedule is 
determined by you. Please email your resume and con-
tact information to: rcarr@cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 
353-1413.

Preschool teachers - The Goddard School, 21820 W. 
115th Terr., Olathe, is looking to add to our awesome 
staff. We are looking for a qualified infant lead teacher, 
young toddler lead teacher and a full- and part-time as-
sistant teacher. In our warm, loving atmosphere, caring 
teachers support the healthy development of children 
from six weeks to six years. Candidates should be ex-
tremely organized, professional in attitude and appear-
ance, prepared to plan and facilitate lesson plans accord-
ing to Goddard requirements and able to communicate 
effectively with children, families, co-workers and ad-
ministrators. Full-time benefits include competitive pay, 
opportunities for professional development and career 
growth, and a great working environment. Qualified can-
didates must meet or exceed Kansas regulations, have 
strong communication skills and desire to learn and 
implement the Goddard School programs. Lead teachers 
should have an early childhood education degree, CDA 
or a degree in a related field with an emphasis in early 
childhood education. Owners are Ascension parishio-
ners. Send an email with resume and contact informa-
tion to: olathe2ks@goddardschools.com.

SERVICES
Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer Estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Faith-based counseling to cope with life concerns 
- Kansas City area. Call Mary Vorsten, Licensed Clinical 
Professional Counselor, at (913) 909-2002.

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consul-
tation, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@
kc.rr.com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlaw 
yer.com. We moved! Come check out our new office 
in Lenexa. Please do not wait until life seems hopeless 
before getting good quality legal advice that may solve 
your financial stress.

Complete plumbing and bath
Master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile 

install, bath remodeling. Onyx Collection Distributor.
Serving Johnson County for 20 years.

Member Ascension Parish; call Mike at (913) 488-4930.

Electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. JoCo and 
south KC metro. Call Pat at  (913) 963-9896.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. Over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

Agua Fina Irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

Visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Mike Hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

Machine quilting - by Jenell Noeth, Basehor. Also, quilts 
made to order. Call (913) 724-1837.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

Helping Hand Handy Man - Home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. Special rate for senior and single-          
parent households. Electrical, painting, wood refinishing, 
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. Most 
home problems and needs solved. Member of Prince of 
Peace, Olathe. Call Mark Coleman at (913) 526-4490.

NELSON CREATIONS L.L.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

DRC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - Doors - Decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
Everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to your 
drywall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. We provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified 
and insured! Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 
768-6655. 

EL SOL Y LA  TIERRA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling

* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

Call Lupe at (816) 252-3376

STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. Email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

Electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

Swalms Organizing and Downsizing Service - Reduc-
ing Clutter - Enjoy an Organized Home! Basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
Belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. Over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. Call Tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 
and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; refer-

ences. Call Dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 
dandeeconst@aol.com.

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

CAREGIVING
Caregiver - Caregiver with over 20 years’ experience 
wants to care for your loved ones. Energetic, strong and 
fun, can provide care and transportation for male or fe-
male. Excellent references. Call Vivian at (913) 292-4829.

Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply look-
ing to improve your current home care quality, we can 
help. Our unique approach to home care has earned us 
a 99% client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus 
families we have assisted. We are family-owned, with 
offices in Lenexa and Lawrence. Call Benefits of Home - 

Senior Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 
727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to 
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and 
nursing facilities. We also provide respite care for main 
caregivers needing some personal time. Call Daughters 
& Company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with Laurie, 
Debbie or Gary.

Caregiver - CNA home health care specialist provides 
TLC in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 
hours, affordable, excellent references provided. Non-
smoker. Call (816) 806-8104.

REAL ESTATE
Wanted to buy: I NEED HOUSES! I buy them as is, with 
no repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t 
want. We buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. 
All sales are cash with no strings attached. Please call 
Mark Edmondson at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish 
member.  

FOR SALE
For sale - At Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Contact A. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. 
Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

WANTED TO BUY
Will buy firearms and related accessories - One or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

ANTIQUES WANTED - I buy older wrist- and pocket 
watches, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, post-
cards and photographs, Babe Ruth autographs, pharma-
ceutical drug store soda fountain and military items. Call 
(913) 642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

MISCELLANEOUS
Our Lady of Hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. Visitors welcome.  
Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 
Euclid, Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father 
Ernie Davis. Dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or 
call (816) 729-6776. 
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Center Stage P hotography

www.centerstagephotos.net    913.271.0703

February
The German-American Edelweiss 
Society will hold a sweetheart 
dance on Feb. 21  from 6 - 10:30 
p.m. at St. Mary-St. Anthony 

Church basement, 615 N. 7th St., Kansas 
City, Kansas. Dinner will be served at 7 
p.m. Raffle tickets will be sold for prizes. 
The cost to attend is: $18 for adults; $10 
for young adults ages 12-20; $5 for chil-
dren ages 6-11; and free for children ages 
5 and under. The admission price includes 
food, drinks and dancing to the music of 
the Willie Kirst Band. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door. For more information, 
call Patty Orth at (913) 371-2468.

A memorial liturgy for deceased loved 
ones will be at 8 a.m. on Feb. 21 at Curé 
of Ars Parish, 9401 Mission Rd., Leawood.  
Following the Mass, the bereavement 
ministry will hold its monthly support 
meeting in the Father Burak Room. Grief 
counselor Therese McKechne will speak 
on “Resilient Grief.” For more information, 
call (913) 649-2026.

A course in the sympto-thermal 
method of natural family plan-
ning begins Feb. 25 at 6:30 p.m. in 
Room 208 at St. John the Evange-

list School, 1208 Kentucky St., Lawrence. 
A reasonable course fee is charged and on-
line registration is required by visiting the 
website at: www.ccli.org. Call Shannon or 
John Rasmussen at (785) 749-1015 or the 
Couple to Couple League of Kansas City at 
(913) 894-3558.

Christ the King Parish will host its 
12th annual auction and tailgate 
party on Feb. 27 at George Meyn 

Community Center, 126th and State Ave., 
Kansas City, Kansas.  The evening will in-
clude dinner, drinks and many great items 
for auction. The cost to attend is $30 per 
person before Feb. 13; $35 at the door. 
For more information, call Kimm White at 
(913) 406-4505.

The Cathedral of St. Peter Al-
tar Society will host a women’s 
Lenten day of reflection on Feb. 
28. Sister Bridget Dickason, OSB, 

will present. The day will begin at 8:15 
a.m. with Mass in the church and will con-
clude at noon.  The cost to attend is $10, 
which includes a continental breakfast. 
For registration information, contact Lin-
da Ingram at (913) 432-9481 or send an 
email to: liningram69@gmail.com.

March
A mini Lenten retreat will be held 
at Sanctuary of Hope Prayer and 
Retreat Center, 2601 Ridge Ave., 
Kansas City, Kansas, on March 7. 

Father Dennis Wait will lead. The day will 
begin with registration, coffee and tea at 8 
a.m. The retreat will include talks, personal 
meditation/prayer time, reconciliation and 
Mass. Lunch will be served at noon. The 
cost to attend is $30. For more informa-
tion, send an email to: julie@sanctuaryof 
hope.org or call (913) 321-4673.

St. Joseph Church, 5901 Flint, 
Shawnee, will celebrate its 23rd 
annual St. Joseph Table and pas-
ta dinner on March 8 in McDevitt 

Hall. Father Mike Hawken will bless the ta-
ble at 8:30 a.m., and viewing will be until 
2 p.m. A variety of items will be featured 
for purchase. A pasta dinner will be served 

from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. The cost to attend is 
a freewill donation. Proceeds will benefit 
the needy in the parish community.  For 
more information, call Christine Marion at 
(913) 268-6677.

“Runnin’ Revs Fun Night” will 
be held at Bishop Miege High 
School, 5041 Reinhardt Rd., Roe-
land Park, on March 9. Priests and 

seminarians will challenge 8th-grade and 
high school youth from Catholic schools 
in a fun and competitive game of bas-
ketball. Tipoff is at 7 p.m. Donations and 
a quick auction will benefit seminarians. 
For more information, visit the website at: 
www.kckvocations.com.

Singles of Nativity will host a St. 
Patrick’s dance from 7 - 11 p.m. 
on March 14 at the Church of Na-
tivity Parish hall, 3800 W. 119th 

St., Leawood. The cost to attend is $20 
at the door for 2015 SON members and 
$25 for guests. Music will be provided by 
the Loose Change Band. Dress in green 
and bring your friends. All proceeds go 
to charity. For more information, send an 
email to Ken at: skiop@yahoo.com.

Holy Family Altar Society’s annual taco 
and salami bingo will be held March 14 at 
Msgr. Mejak Hall, 513 Ohio, Kansas City, 
Kansas. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., and din-
ner is served from 6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Bingo 
starts at 7:30 p.m. The cost to attend is a 
$15 donation which includes a bingo card, 
one taco dinner and cold beverages. Must 
be 21 or older. For tickets, call Sandy Can-
non at (913) 396-1564 or Cathy Schneider 
at (913) 371-1561.

Father Jacques Philippe will be giving a 
one-day spiritual conference at St. Mi-

chael the Archangel Church, 14251 Nall, 
Leawood, on March 14. Father Jacques is 
the author of numerous books on the spir-
itual life. Mass will be held at 8:15 a.m., 
followed by two talks, lunch, and a third 
talk on interior peace. The cost to attend 
the lunch is $8. Registration will be avail-
able at the entrance of the church.

Immaculate Conception Church, 606 S. 
Elm, Louisburg, will host a St. Patrick’s 
Day corned beef, cabbage and Irish 
stew dinner on March 14 from 6 - 8 p.m. 
The cost to attend is $10 for adults; $5 for 
children. There will also be live music, a 
silent auction, and a quilt raffle.

The Ignatian Spirituality Center of 
KC is offering an individually di-
rected silent retreat at Christ’s 
Peace House of Prayer, 22131 

Meagher Rd., Easton, from March 19 - 22. 
The cost to attend is $300 for three nights, 
which includes a private room/cabin, meals 
and your own personal spiritual director for 
the retreat. For more information, visit the 
website at: www.ignatiancenterkc.org or 
send an email to: sfriedrix@att.net.  

The Kansas Daughters of St. 
Francis de Sales are sponsoring 
a Lenten day of reflection with 
Father Mariadas Sesseti, a Mis-

sionary of St. Francis de Sales, on March 
21 from 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at Sanctu-
ary of Hope, 2601 Ridge Ave., Kansas City, 
Kansas. The cost to attend is $25, which 
includes lunch. To register, visit the web-
site at: www.sanctuaryofhope.org; send 
an email to Ruth Owens at: rowens4853@
gmail.com; or call (913) 492-7250 by 
March 1. For more about the Association 
of St. Francis de Sales, visit the website at: 
www.sfdsassociation.org.
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Why the rain-
bow? We may 
look upon it 
as a beautiful 

meteorological phenome-
non that can appear after a 
rain storm. 

Irish folk tales place a 
pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow, hidden there by 
a leprechaun. Some of the 
peoples of the ancient Near 
East identified the rainbow 
as the bow used by the rain 
god to shoot bolts of light-
ning, as one would shoot 
arrows from a bow. The Ca-
naanites honored Baal, not 
only as the god of storms, 
but also as the war god. He 
was a good shot.

However, the story of 
Noah and the flood presents 
the rainbow as the pledge of 
God’s promise never again 
to destroy the world by a 

flood. That is what we hear 
in Sunday’s first reading, Gn 
9:8-15. The rainbow is the 
sign of God’s covenant with 
the world. 

However, that is not 
self-evident. We can’t just 
look at the rainbow and 
know it as such on our own. 
We need the story of Noah 
and the flood to interpret 
the rainbow as a sign of the 

covenant. And, in a larger 
sense, we need the other 
stories of the Bible to make 
sense out of our world, to 
discern its purpose, to see it 
as part of God’s plan.

Ps. 19:2 tells us: “The 
heavens declare the glory 
of God, the sky proclaims 
its builder’s craft.” In oth-
er words, the wonders of 
creation point to the hand 
of the Creator. The Hubble 
telescope can enable us to 
peer into the immensity of 
the universe. It can direct 
our sight to galaxies millions 
of light years away from our 
own. But at the same time, it 
cannot show us the invisible 
force who lies behind the 
universe, the unseen God 
who created it all and holds 
it in being. For that, we have 
our faith; the Scriptures, 
which nourish our faith; and 

the church, where we share 
and strengthen our faith.

As we embark upon this 
season of Lent, we work to 
renew the covenant that 
God has established with 
us through Jesus Christ. We 
begin by acknowledging 
the earlier covenant which 
God made through Noah, 
which we hear about in 
Sunday’s reading, which laid 
the groundwork for later 
covenants. 

Those covenants express 
a commitment to God. But 
they are all based on God’s 
promise to us. Ultimately, 
they are based on God’s 
love. And we acknowledge 
Jesus Christ as the perfect 
expression of God’s love. 
That is why we renew the 
covenant that God has 
established with us through 
Jesus Christ.

Well, did you 
have a good 
Lent this year? 

I’m always 
tempted to ask that question 
after the Masses on Ash 
Wednesday. While it’s nice 
to see the large crowds who 
come that day, sadly those 
crowds never last very long 
into Lent. It seems hard for 
folks to commit to the de-
mands of Lent for more than 
a few days. Their hearts just 
don’t seem to be into it.  

This story illustrates that 
point:

One Mardi Gras, a Cath-
olic grade school principal 
said to her teachers, “Let’s all 
write out our Lenten resolu-
tions and I’ll put them on the 
staff bulletin board.”

The teachers agreed and, 
when the resolutions were 
posted, they all gathered 
around the bulletin board to 
read them.

One of the younger teach-
ers, though, flew into a fit 
of anger. “Hey, the principal 
didn’t put up my resolution! 
I was one of the first ones 
to turn mine in. She doesn’t 
really care about me. This 
shows what it’s really like 
around here!”

The principal overheard 
the tirade from her office. 
She hadn’t meant to exclude 
anyone’s resolution. Shuf-
fling through the pile of pa-
pers on her desk, she found 

the complaining teacher’s 
resolution and rushed to the 
faculty lounge to post it with 
the others.

And what was that teach-
er’s resolution? It read: “I 
resolve this Lent not to let 
little things upset me any-
more.” (Adapted from Paul 
J. Wharton’s “Stories and 
Parables for Preachers and 
Teachers.”)

Oops! How serious was 
that young teacher in his 
resolution? Was he really 
committed to what he’d 
written? If so, why couldn’t 
he even last one day?

One of the most vivid 
images from the Scriptures 
is that of the heart. In fact, 
the Gospel reading for Mardi 
Gras this year had Jesus 
asking his disciples, “Are 
your hearts hardened?” (Mk 
6:52). According to Scrip-
ture scholar Father Michael 
Guinan, OFM, “the heart in 

the Bible is the core of the 
person, which thinks, and 
feels, and hears. Hardness 
of heart is one of the biggest 
obstacles to hearing and 
understanding the word of 
God!” Based on the above 
story, the young teacher was 
suffering from sklerokardia, 
the Greek word for “hard-
ening of the heart.” Because 
lots of us have this illness, 
the cure is Lent and its disci-
plines of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving . . . all aided by 
the grace of God. 

When we’re truly com-
mitted to something, we put 
our heart into it. If you’re 
really serious about making 
this Lenten season a time of 
growing in holiness and soft-
ening your heart, how about 
posting your resolutions 
where people can see them? 
Obviously, you’re not sharing 
them to impress others by 
what you’re setting out to do. 
Rather, it’s a challenging way 
to keep you faithful, to keep 
your heart in Lent. Post them 
on the refrigerator, the bath-
room mirror, by your desk at 
work or, if you’re really bold, 
on Facebook. Not only will 
this make you accountable, 
it will also help you to make 
reasonable resolutions. 

After posting your list, 
someone might comment 
that you’re taking on too 
much . . . or maybe not 
enough. If nothing else, 

posting them gives people 
permission to ask you every 
once in a while how you’re 
“doing Lent” . . . and may-
be guilt you back if you’ve 
slacked off.

Perhaps folks don’t go 
wholeheartedly into this 
season because it seems so 
long. Why not, then, give 
yourself a break every week? 
In his book, ”40 Days, 40 
Ways,” Marcelllino D’Am-
brosio explains: “[T]he 
Western Christian tradition 
never counts Sundays as fast 
days, since they always are a 
mini-celebration of Christ’s 
resurrection. If you count 
the days of Lent from Ash 
Wednesday to Holy Saturday, 
skipping Sundays, you will 
count exactly forty ‘training’ 
days. The six Sundays of 
Lent are ‘rest days’ when we 
nonetheless continue to re-
flect on the great themes of 
this special season through 
the Mass readings.”

Experiencing a “hearty” 
Lent may be as simple as 
resting each Sunday from 
your usual Lenten disci-
plines. That might be all it 
takes to move you beyond a 
Lent of just Ash Wednesday. 

 To keep me accountable, 
I was going to include for 
you here a list of my Lenten 
resolutions. But gee, it looks 
like I’ve just run out of room. 
Sorry!
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FATHER 
MARK GOLDASICH
Father Mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Tonganoxie. He 
has been editor of The Leaven since 1989.

MARK MY WORDS

During Lent, we renew God’s covenant with us

FATHER MIKE STUBBS
Father Mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
Holy Cross Parish in Overland Park and 
has a degree in Scripture from Harvard 
University.

IN THE BEGINNING

SCRIPTURE READINGS

FIRST WEEK OF LENT

Feb. 22
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
Gn 9: 8-15
Ps 25: 4-9
1 Pt 3: 18-22
Mk 1: 12-15

Feb. 23
Polycarp, bishop, martyr
Lv 19: 1-2, 11-18
Ps 19: 8-10, 15
Mt 25: 31-46

Feb. 24
Tuesday
Is 55: 10-11
Ps 34: 4-7, 16-19
Mt 6: 7-15

Feb. 25
Wednesday
Jon 3: 1-10
Ps 51: 3-4, 12-13, 18-19
Lk 11: 29-32

Feb. 26
Thursday
Est C: 12, 14-16, 23-25
Ps 138: 1-3, 7c-8
Mt 7: 7-12

Feb. 27
Friday
Ez 18: 21-28
Ps 130: 1-8
Mt 5: 20-26

Feb. 28
Saturday
Dt 26: 16-19
Ps 119: 1-2, 4-5, 7-8
Mt 5: 43-48

POPE FRANCIS
People will not find the face of God by re-

laxing at home on the couch, surfing online 
or reading encyclopedias, Pope Francis said. 
Only people with a restless heart that thirsts 
for God will find him as they strike out on the 
road, taking risks and overcoming fatigue, 
danger and doubt, he said Feb. 10 during the 
morning Mass in the chapel of the Domus 

Sanctae Marthae where he lives. 
“Whoever does not go on a journey will 

never know the image of God, will never find 
the face of God. Armchair Christians, lethargic 
Christians will not know the face of God,” he 
said, according to Vatican Radio. 

Pope Francis focused his homily on the 
meaning of Christian identity and the right 
path to take to encounter God. He said the 
day’s two readings — from the Book of Gen-

esis (1:20 – 2:4) and from the Gospel of Mark 
(7:1-13) — help Christians reflect on their iden-
tity, starting with “God created man in his im-
age; in the divine image he created him.” God’s 
image is found “certainly not on the comput-
er, not in encyclopedias” because “there is no 
catalogue” with God’s image printed inside, he 
said.

— CNS

It’s Lent! Are you serious (about it)?
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I’ve had the      
opportunity to 
hear some pretty 

amazing reflections 

on prayer over the last cou-
ple of weeks. And as we en-
ter into the Lenten season, 
I’d say it’s a pretty good time 
to share those thoughts. One 
of those came from a Gospel 
reflection on the “woman 
with the hemorrhages” from 
Lk 8:40-48. 

The woman had been af-
flicted with hemorrhages for 
12 years and came up behind 
Jesus and touched the tassel 
of his cloak. Immediately, 
her bleeding stopped. Jesus 

felt power had gone out 
from him.

How many times has 
someone come up to me and 
asked me to pray for them 
or for a special intention? 
For me, whether through 
email, Facebook, text or 

phone call, I generally get 
them every day. My reply 
is always: “Yes, I’ll pray for 
you.”

Many times, I postpone 
that request for some other 
place or some quiet time 
when I’m alone. Jesus, how-
ever, does not postpone the 
request of the woman with 
the hemorrhage; he granted 
her request right when she 
touched him. 

What keeps me from an-
swering someone’s request 
right at the moment of the 
request? When I postpone 
prayer, I’m getting in the 
way of the healing power of 
Jesus.

Another mistake I make 
is doubt. When I’m asked to 

pray for someone, do I think 
it’s actually me who’s doing 
the healing? 

This is where doubt will 
settle in — thinking we have 
the power to heal. It’s not 
we who do the healing; it’s 
the faith of those who are 
reaching out and asking us 
to pray for them. We should 
not doubt that our prayers 
are effective. Let us not get 
in the way of what God can 
do through us. It’s not our 
prayer but it’s his, Jesus 
himself.

It doesn’t take any special 
formula or a long, drawn-
out prayer but a simple 
action of faith that we know 
God answers all prayers 
no matter how big or how 

small. It’s as simple as: “Je-
sus, this person has a need 
or a request that they’re 
struggling with and I ask 
you to answer this request 
if it is in accord with your 
will.” 

It is through that power 
of touch when the wom-
an reached out that Jesus 
healed her. We can do the 
same when we reach out and 
pray for someone right then 
and there when they ask.

As we go through Lent, 
we need to ask ourselves 
what are we doing to en-
hance our life of prayer? 
Next time someone asks you 
to pray for them, do it right 
there, right then — don’t 
wait.

If Jesus could find the time, so can we

RICK CHEEK
Rick Cheek is the associate consul-
tant for the office of evangelization 
and Catholic formation of youth. 

DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU

The answer to your sustainability question is . . . you!

We are 
over a 
month 

into the second    
semester of the   
current school year. 

We are in the process of 
working on everyone’s favor-
ite thing — budgets — for 
the 2015-16 school year. 

The Catholic Education 
Foundation is working hard 
to create a budget that will 
continue to support our 
current CEF families and 
kids. We are working hard to 
make the numbers work so 
we can give more kids cur-
rently living in poverty the 
opportunity to attend and 
stay in one of our Catholic 

schools through high school. 
Many of you have asked 

questions regarding the 
sustainability of the current 
CEF business model we uti-
lize. I thought I would take 
you to the “CEF School of 
Numbers.” After all, we are 
in the education business. 
Math teachers, accountants 

and other number crunchers, 
please turn on your calcula-
tors.

During the last eight 
years, CEF has provided 
9,491 scholarships, totaling 
$7,350,274. The number of 
CEF schools has increased 
from 14 to 21. Our principals 
tell us that if CEF was not 
providing these scholarships, 
over 80 percent of the recip-
ients would not be attending 
one of our Catholic schools.

 If that was the case, many 
of our current CEF schools 
would not be in the educa-
tion business. In addition, I 
suggest to you that many of 
these families would not be 
attending Mass, receiving the 
sacraments, etc. Certainly a 
thought that does not warm 
our Catholic hearts.

The average annual in-

come of a CEF family of four 
is less than $24,000. By all 
accounts, these families are 
living in poverty. They strug-
gle to feed their kids, provide 
adequate clothing, maintain 
their medical well-being. I 
could go on and on. 

I have been fortunate 
enough to meet many of 
these families and I am here 
to tell you that they appreci-
ate the support provided and 
don’t take the assistance for 
granted. I truly believe that 
these Moms and Dads are 
working hard to give their 
children an opportunity that 
many of them did not expe-
rience themselves — that is, 
an education infused with 
Catholicity. 

They see the Catholic 
school as the means to erad-
icate the cycle of poverty 

they are currently experienc-
ing and the foundation for a 
faith-filled life.

CEF has a donor base that 
has grown to almost 1,000. 
These supporters are assist-
ing in positively changing 
the lives of our CEF kids. 
These supporters get the 
numbers and understand 
the importance of the CEF 
mission. These donors get 
credit for the assist on the 
scorecard.

So, the answer to your 
sustainability question is — 
you! We could not have done 
what we did yesterday, what 
we are doing today, and what 
we will be doing tomorrow 
without your support. The 
answer to the numbers ques-
tion is as easy as that. It truly 
is simple math.

MICHAEL MORRISEY
Michael Morrisey is the executive 
director of the Catholic Education 
Foundation. You can reach him at 
(913) 647-0383 or send an email to 
him at: mmorrisey@archkck.org. 

CEF CENTERED

Are we fostering a community that welcomes the poor?

Did you know 
there are 
more than 

2,000 references to 
children and poverty 
in the Bible? 

Most corporate consul-
tants advise that you have 
to communicate something 
seven times if you really 
want employees to hear 
and understand an import-
ant message. God chose to 
mention the poor thousands 
of times!  Not sure what that 
says about us. It only takes 
seven times for corpora-
tions’ communications to 
sink in, but thousands of 

times for us to hear God.    
The poor have a special 

place in God’s heart. Saint 
Paul tells us: “For you know 
the gracious act of our 
Lord Jesus Christ: that for 
your sake he became poor 
although he was rich, so that 
by his poverty you might 
become rich” (2 Cor 8:9). 

It always amazes me that 
God’s only Son, who came 
to redeem us all through 
his death and resurrection, 
spent so much time caring 
for the poor while he was 
here. He had a “lifesaving” 
message to pronounce. He 
had places to go and peo-
ple to see. Yet he chose to 
spend a great percentage of 
his time here caring for the 
poor and healing the sick. 
Why?  

The answer may lie in 
Jesus’ response when asked 
which of the command-
ments was the greatest. He 
responded: “Love the Lord 
your God with all your 
heart and all your soul, and 
all your mind. . . . And the 
second is like it: Love your 

neighbor as yourself. All of 
the law and prophets hang 
on these two command-
ments” (Mt 22:36-40). 

Scripture teaches us that 
God loves all of his cre-
ation, especially the poor. 
He created the earth and 
everything in it for us all to 
enjoy. It shouldn’t matter 
which family you were born 
into or what part of the 
globe you call home, which, 
candidly, is all that generally 
separates the poor from the 
rich. Our mandate to feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked 
and care for the sick is clear. 

But God calls us to do 
much more. He calls us to 
truly love the poor. In Pope 
Francis’ apostolic exhorta-
tion “The Joy of the Gospel,” 

he says: “The poor person, 
when loved, is esteemed as 
of great value. . . . Only on 
the basis of this real and sin-
cere closeness can we prop-
erly accompany the poor on 
their path of liberation. Only 
this will ensure that in every 
Christian community the 
poor feel at home. Would not 
this approach be the greatest 
and most effective presenta-
tion of the good news of the 
kingdom?” (199).  Challeng-
ing words. 

Knowing that Jesus spent 
most of his time with the 
poor, sick and dying, we 
might ask ourselves this 
question: Had he visited 
Earth in the flesh last week, 
is there any chance we 
would have run into him?    

KEN WILLIAMS
Ken Williams is the executive director 
of Catholic Charities.

INSIDE CATHOLIC CHARITIES
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By Jill Ragar Esfeld
jill@theleaven.com

K
ANSAS CITY, 
Kan. — They say 
if you want to 
make God laugh, 
tell him your 
plans. 

If that’s true, 
then Leaven pro-

duction manager Todd Habiger must 
be a daily source of amusement in 
heaven.

Habiger is a planner in a field where 
nothing is predictable.

“I like to work in peace and quiet,” 
he said. “And I like to plan things out. 

“It doesn’t always work that way 
here.” 

T a k e , 
for exam-
ple, Sept. 11, 
2001, when 
H a b i g e r 
was ready 
to launch a 
major rede-
sign of The 
Leaven with 
a feel-good 
story on the 
front page.

 “The terrorists attacked that day,” 
he recalled. “And we had some very 
fluffy cover story.

“And we were like ‘We can’t run 
that!’

“We didn’t know what was going on; 
so we just went with what we knew.”

Archbishop James P. Keleher held a 
prayer service that day, which became 
the new cover story.

“We put that on the front page along 
with one of the towers coming down,” 
said Habiger. “And we launched the re-
design that way.”

In the following weeks, staff writ-
ers worked tirelessly to do extensive 
follow-up stories to 9/11, many of them 
centering on concerns in the Midwest.

And Habiger worked equally hard 
at designing a venue that would invite 
readers into the lives of those impact-
ed by the tragedy.

What started out in chaos, turned 
into one of The Leaven’s proudest mo-
ments.

“We actually won first place for our 
coverage of 9/11,” said Habiger. 

“We had New York, Philadelphia, 
Washington, D.C., Baltimore — right 
out there,” he said. “And The Leaven, 
in Kansas City, more than a thousand 
miles away, won first place.”

Award-winning success
Thanks in part to Habiger, the arch-

diocesan newspaper is no stranger to 
awards.

“One of the first things people no-
tice about The Leaven when compar-
ing it to other diocesan newspapers is 
how different it looks,” said managing 

editor Anita McSorley. “And that dif-
ference is due to Todd. 

“Even if people around here don’t 
know his name, I can assure you the 
people in the national Catholic press 
do.

“They hear it called year after year 
in the ‘Best Front Page’ category at our 
national convention.”

Habiger has been with The Leaven 
for 20 years — and in that time he’s 
become proficient in every aspect of 
newspaper production. But his exper-
tise is design, said McSorley.

“Although he wears many hats — 
he writes, he shoots [photos], he’s the 
production manager and the network 
administrator, among other things — it 
is his design skills that help distinguish 
The Leaven from its competition,” she 
added.

Habiger insists his success is buoyed 
by the people he works with.

“I am very proud to be part of this 
staff,” he said. “Any success I have is 
because I have good editors, good pho-
tographers, good writers. 

“This is all a team effort; no one per-
son shines above the other.”

And though he wishes production 
would always run smoothly according 
to his meticulous plans, Habiger is al-
ways up for a challenge.

“I think what we put in the paper is 
important,” he said. “And my job is to 
help people want to read that wheth-
er it’s through a photo I choose or 
through design.”

McSorley agrees.
“The Leaven has stories to tell that 

only The Leaven is telling,” she said. 
“And so Todd, week after week, uses 
every trick he knows to showcase the 
work of the writers and photographers 
who are telling those stories. 

“It is that contribution that I believe 
is critical to the paper’s success.”

“I look at every subject as a chal-
lenge,” said Habiger. “Somehow to 
make it interesting; to make it say, 
‘Read me, read me now!’”

It started with a plan
Perhaps Habiger’s affinity for orga-

nization stems from his atypical start 
in life — by the time he was in third 
grade, he’d been adopted twice.

“I was adopted when I was two 
weeks old by my mother and her first 
husband,” he explained. “He commit-
ted suicide when I was in first grade.

“My mom remarried about a year or 
so later, and her new husband adopted 
me — my second adoption.”

Habiger’s new father brought wel-
comed stability into his life.

He also brought the Catholic faith. 
“When Mom and Dad married, my 

[younger] brother and I started the 
process of becoming Catholic,” he said. 
“My mom became Catholic at the same 
time. 

“We always went to church togeth-
er.”

Growing up, Habiger had an unlike-
ly combination of interests — art and 
sports. 

He loved to doodle and draw and 

gravitated toward art classes at school. 
But he also had a heart for athletics, 
enjoying every sport and excelling in 
football. 

By the time he reached junior high, 
he found another love in journalism.

“I was painfully shy,” he said. “Being 
on the journalism staff was a way for 
me to talk to people and get to know 
people. 

“I enjoyed the writing part, the re-
porting part of it.”

After working on school newspa-
pers in junior high and high school, it 
was clear to Habiger what career path 
he would take. 

“I was going to be a big-time sports 
reporter,” he said. “That was my dream. 
I was a big sports geek. I followed all 
the major sports. 

“And so that’s what I wanted to do.”
Habiger pursued his dream through 

college. He was a sports writer and 
then editor of his junior college news-
paper; he went on to complete his de-
gree in journalism at the University of 
Kansas.

But along the way, something hap-
pened to make him rethink his plans to 
be a renowned sports reporter.

And her name was Lori.

Revising the dream
Habiger met his future wife during 

junior college.
“I met her the first day of my sopho-
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Leaven production manager Todd Habiger is responsible for the layout and design of The Leaven. In his 20-plus years at the paper, he’s won multiple 
awards from the Catholic Press Association for Best Front Page.

>> See “IT WAS” on page 7

The Leaven’s coverage of 9/11 was one of the highlights of Habiger’s career. The Leaven won 
the Catholic Press Association’s first-place award for news reporting for its coverage of 9/11.


